
Minutes of the March 10, 2015 
CHS Athletic Booster Club Meeting 

 
Members in Attendance: 

Paul Anello     
Dawn Avallone    
Robert Barnett 
Monica Berger    
Cathy Chin 
Jennifer Cosgrove 
Kim Falone 
Nora Graham 
Jeff Hale 
Tracy Hickey 
 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Copies of the minutes of the February 3, 2015 meeting were provided for review.  Paul Anello 
asked that everyone please sign the attendance sheet. 
  
Secretary’s Report:  Dawn Avallone reported that “thank you” notes were received from the 
girls and boys swim teams for the funds used to cover the cost of fan buses and senior night 
flowers and the team stipend that was used for the swim banquet, as well as from Peter Daquila 
for the ABC’s recent donation of $4,187 to the softball team. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Mark Steward reported that we continue to receive annual appeal 
donations and that the final checks from program ad sponsors of the Cougar Basketball Classic 
were received last month. Additional revenue was also generated last month from snack stand 
sales. 

Copies of the Treasurer’s Report were provided for review. 

Head Liaison’s Report:  Celeste Stinson reported that Lisa and Chris Tognola will be stepping 
in as co-liaisons for the tennis teams next year and Joanne Kowalczyk will be taking over as 
cheerleading liaison next year. 
 
Concession’s Report:  Lisa Tencic reported that concession sales were up at the last couple of 
basketball games. The snack shack will be open for weekend lacrosse games and track meets.  

Athletic Director’s Report:  Bill Librera was unable to be present for the meeting tonight. 

Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes:  The minutes from the February 3, 2015 meeting were 
approved. 
 

Todd Huffman 
Kasarda, Jaine 
Mark Kellstrom 
Joanne Konalczyk 
Dawnel Kraus 
Dan Marino 
Amy Mason 
Bernadette Mitchell 
Tracy Ness 
 

Anne Rendina 
Alan Routh 
Mark Steward 
Celeste Stinson 
Lisa Tognola 
April Wingate 
 



Board Approved Purchases/Funding:  Five fan buses were approved by the Board since the 
February 3rd meeting (1 for hockey, 3 for boys basketball and 1 for swim) at a cost of $400 per 
bus, for a total cost of $2,000. 
 
Coaches’/AD’s Requests:  The following new funding requests were presented for the group’s 
consideration: 
 
1. Boys Soccer Clinic Registration. $796 to cover the registration costs for 4 coaches at 

$199/person. 
2. Boys and Girls Lacrosse Video Taping. $4,000 to cover the cost of video taping services - 

$2,000 for each team.  
 
Old Business: 
1. ABC Vice President Candidates for 2015-2016.  If you are interested in taking on this role, 

and then the role of ABC President for 2016-2017, or know someone who might be, please let 
Paul know. 

2. Web Ad Lead Status. We are still in search of a new website ad lead to take over for Mike 
Blazoski. 

3. Concession Leads. We are still in need of a spring concessions lead for 2015, as well as fall, 
winter and spring concession leads for 2015-2016. 

4. By Laws Rewrite Update. Paul Anello reported that he hopes to be able to bring the updated 
by laws to a vote of the membership at either the April or May meeting.  

 
With respect to the various open positions that still need to be filled, it was suggested that 
outreach be done to parents of freshman, sophomores and eighth graders. Spread the word that 
it is not a big time commitment to serve as a team liaison. Perhaps it would even be useful to 
specifically invite the parents of freshman and sophomores to one of our meetings. 
 
New Business: 
1. Spring Fundraiser.  Rob Barnett reported that the casino night idea has been abandoned. All 

of the administrative requirements associated with sponsoring a gaming event made it too 
difficult to continue planning a casino night. This event will instead be a beach-themed party 
held from 7-11 p.m. on Friday, May 22nd (the Friday before Memorial Day weekend) at Noe 
Pond. Tracy Ness and Jen Terry were kind enough to sponsor our application for use of Noe. 
There will be a DJ, catered food, drinks and various games (corn toss tournament, ping pong 
tournament, Kan Jam, karaoke challenge, etc.). Trophies will be awarded to winners. Various 
sponsorship opportunities will be available (i.e., sponsor a game) and a silent auction will be 
held. We still plan to have three CHS athletes present at the event to briefly discuss how the 
ABC has helped them and/or their team. 

2. Sailing Club Request.  Juliana Marino and Catherine Marino attended the meeting in Dan’s 
place to present a funding request for the sailing club’s spring season. The club currently has 
7 sailors, is still coed and uses a teacher from another district as their coach. This is the club’s 
third season (it started sailing in the spring of 2014). A schedule of the expenses needed to 
run the club for the spring was provided and included MASSA dues ($125), NJISA dues 
($100), coaching fees ($2,000), transportation rental ($750), and 3 dry suits ($1,771). Each 



sailor will pay a participation fee of $150. Additionally, five of the 7 sailors will be paying 
$150 to cover the cost of dry suit rentals. (Two of the sailors already own their own dry suits 
and the club owns 2 dry suits that were previously purchased with parent funds.) The total 
parent contribution toward this spring season is $1,800, while the total club expenses 
amount to $4,746. This leaves a $2,946 budget shortfall that the club must fill.  

 
Since the club needs the funds now in order to launch its season, a vote was taken. The 
membership approved a $2,946 donation to the sailing club for its 2015 spring season. 
 

3. Access to Lum Field.  A question was raised about the availability of Lum Field for use by 
CHS teams. Paul shared what he knew about the snow removal efforts at the field. The 
Cougar Lacrosse Club donated money to the Borough to cover part of the cost of clearing the 
snow from Lum so that Lum is now available for use. Time will be divided between Chatham 
Recreation use and CHS use of the field. Bill Librera was advised as to the days/times that 
CHS teams could use the field for their practices and Bill has allocated that time among the 
various teams. The Borough has also approved the use of portable lights at Lum for now to 
extend the hours that the field will be available. Up to this point, the Township has resisted 
requests to clear Shunpike field of snow.  

 
It was suggested that CHS begin exploring the cost of using indoor practice space for spring 
team practices. Other towns have been doing this. Indoor practice spaces (i.e., ISP in 
Randolph) allow for spring teams to spend the weeks leading up to their opening days 
preparing the players regardless of the condition of the fields. 
 

4. April 21st Referendum.  The BOE voted unanimously at the meeting last night to present all 
of the proposed capital improvements as one complete package. There will be another BOE 
meeting on March 23rd at which the referendum will be discussed if you are interested in 
learning more. The referendum being included with the April 21st school budget vote this 
year requests approval of funding for significant capital improvement projects in the SDOC, 
including many field improvement projects. The referendum proposes several improvements 
to Cougar Field that we have been advocating for, as well as improvements to the fields 
behind CHS. Visit these websites for more information:  www.chatham-nj.org/domain/1086 
(SDOC website) and www.chathamnjschools.org (Education Counts website). The polls will 
be open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Tuesday, April 21st, which is the week after spring break. 
Please vote. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:13 p.m. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 7, 2015 at 7:00 pm in the CHS Media 
Center. 

http://www.chatham-nj.org/domain/1086
http://www.chathamnjschools.org/

