
Minutes of the January 6, 2015 
CHS Athletic Booster Club Meeting 

 
Members in Attendance: 

Paul Anello     
Dawn Avallone    
Robert Barnett 
Sue Barry    
Cathy Chin 
Jennifer Cosgrove 
Kim Falone 
Christine Gentile 
Jeff Hale 
 
 
Meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. 
 
Copies of the minutes of the December 2, 2014 meeting were provided for review.  Paul Anello 
asked that everyone please sign the attendance sheet. 
  
Secretary’s Report:  Dawn Avallone reported that the 2014-2015 annual appeal mailing was 
completed by the second week of December. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Mark Steward reviewed the results of the Cougar Basketball Classic held 
in December and reported that the net funds raised at the event totaled $6,200. This is about 
$1,700 less than was raised at the event last year in honor of Good Grief. The Treasurer’s Report 
does not reflect a few additional program ad sales that have not yet been paid for. Concession 
sales at this year’s event were down by $750 from last year; JV admission fees were down by 
$150; and half court shot collections were down by $100. The ABC will be presenting a check 
for $6,200 to the Chatham Emergency Squad before the boys’ varsity basketball game on 
January 24th, which is Winter Cougar Day. 

Copies of the Treasurer’s Report were provided for review. 

Head Liaison’s Report:  Celeste Stinson delivered a note signed by all of the Winter 
cheerleaders and the coach, which thanked the ABC for its support in making the Winter 
cheerleading program possible. The cheerleaders will be attending a BOE meeting to request 
continued funding for their program from the SDOC. Celeste noted that they still need a liaison 
for boys’ tennis, which is a two-year position. If anyone has a lead for this position, please put 
him/her in touch with Celeste. 
 
Concession’s Report:  Lisa Tencic reported that wresting was recently added to this year’s 
concession schedule, as requested at the last meeting. Liaisons should be reminded to spread 
the word among their teams to check the concession schedule for dates that still need 
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volunteers. Please also remind volunteers (1) to arrive 20 minutes before the start of the game 
they are working if they are the first shift of the day, and (2) to check the online sports schedule 
the day before their shift to make sure that the game they are set to work hasn’t been 
moved/rescheduled/cancelled. Girls’ soccer and swimming have not yet responded with 
volunteers for the dates assigned to them. We are still looking for a Concession Lead for the 
Spring sports season. 

Athletic Director’s Report:  Bill Librera thanked the ABC for all of its hard work in making the 
Cougar Classic so successful again this year. A lot of money was raised for a great cause and the 
games went off without a hitch. In other news, the track team had a great showing last night at 
the Morris County Relays. Boys’ basketball has already played 7 games. As of today, the Winter 
record stands at 23-12-2.  

Bill noted that recently, a high school basketball player went into sudden cardiac arrest at a 
Morris Knolls-Hanover Park game. The player was saved by an athletic trainer and a police 
officer, with the use of an automatic external defibrillator. It is another example of the vital role 
that the athletic trainers play at our sporting events, and speaks to the importance of having the 
AEDs available in our schools and gyms. 

Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes:  The minutes from the December 2, 2014 meeting were 
approved. 
 
Board Approved Purchases/Funding:  No updates to report on previously approved 
purchases. 
 
Coaches’/AD’s Requests:    
1. Softball Funding Request.  The softball request for funding presented at the last meeting 

was reviewed. (See Agenda for detailed breakdown of items requested and costs associated 
with each item.) After discussion by the members present, the following was voted on and 
approved:  The expenditure of up to $6,200 for the purchase of 2 backstop banners (one for 
JV softball field and one for varsity softball field) – approximate cost of $2,846; one first base 
dugout banner for the varsity field - approximate cost of $1,152; and one pitching machine – 
approximate cost of $1,840. 

2. Coaching Clinics Request.  Bill requested $1,210 to cover the registration costs for the 
following coaches to attend their respective clinics:  tennis - $90, baseball - $390, softball - 
$330, and football - $400.  

3. Track and Field Request.  Bill requested $1,200 to cover the cost of three hurdle carts 
priced at $400 each, plus shipping and handling. This will make it easier to transport the 
recently purchased hurdles from storage to the track, as well as around the track, for meets 
and practices. 

4. Spring Teams Coaching Stipends.  Bill requested up to $20,000 to cover the cost of 10 
coaches for the following 7 Spring teams:  boys and girls LAX, baseball, softball, tennis, and 
boys and girls track and field. 

 



Old Business: 
1. Cougar Classic Wrap Up.  Kim Falone did a fabulous job organizing the Cougar Classic this 

year. Thank you for all of your hard work, and for the work of all of the other volunteers who 
supported the event, making it such a great success. As a result, $6,200 will be donated to the 
Chatham Emergency Squad. 

2. Web Ad Lead Status. We are still in search of a new website ad lead to take over for Mike 
Blazoski. 

 
New Business: 
1. Winter Team Stipends.  A total of $3,568 has been allocated to the Winter teams for their 

use. (See Agenda for a detailed breakdown of amounts allocated to each team and number of 
athletes participating in each sport.) 

2. Spring Fundraiser.  Rob Barnett asked the members present what they thought about 
organizing this Spring’s fundraiser as a golf outing again vs. a casino night. Everyone agreed 
that it is time for a change and thought a casino night would be well received. It was 
suggested that we forego the silent auction this year, as people get tired of them and they are 
very time-intensive to pull together. Perhaps this year, we could do a 50/50 raffle and price 
the tickets for the event to allow for a fundraising component. The Corpus Christi gym and 
the Green Village Fire House are both good locations to accommodate a substantial crowd. 
We should definitely plan to have students attend the event to speak about their sports 
participation and how the ABC has made a difference. It will be important to pick a date that 
doesn’t conflict with other big events in town as soon as possible and start the planning 
process. 

3. Bylaws Rewrite Update.  Paul Anello reported that the Executive Board has completed its 
review of the current ABC bylaws. The Board and Executive Board met and reviewed their 
findings and recommendations. The revisions will be presented to the membership for a vote 
at an upcoming meeting.  

4. Winter Cougar Day.  Winter Cougar Day is set for Saturday, January 24th. There will be a 
home wrestling quad in the morning and home boys and girls varsity basketball games that 
night. Paul Anello suggested putting the balloon arch up in the gym where the athletes enter 
and giving out fan poms for the events. Celeste will order more poms. 

5. New Vice President Candidates for 2015-2016.  Please let Paul Anello know if you or 
anyone you know may be interested in taking on the role of ABC Vice President during the 
next school year, as well as the role of ABC President during the year after that. Paul’s term 
expires this June and Rob Barnett will be succeeding him as ABC President. 

6. Open Discussion.  Alan Routh again advised that it is critical to raise the parent population’s 
awareness about the upcoming referendum, which will include a vote on funding for 
significant field improvement projects. The BOE will discuss the referendum again at its 
upcoming meeting this Monday night and the Chatham residents will vote upon the 
referendum on Tuesday, April 3rd.  Visit the new Education Counts website 
(www.chathamnjschools.org) for all of the details regarding the funding requests and get the 
word out about the importance of voting. Alan suggested that the ABC contact its supporters 
and rally them to get out to vote.  

 
Jennifer Cosgrove suggested that the ABC consider naming the John Taylor Babbitt 

http://www.chathamnjschools.org/


Foundation as next year’s beneficiary of the Cougar Classic fundraiser. This organization was 
founded by a Chatham family who lost their son to Sudden Cardiac Death. The foundation 
raises funds for the purchase and placement of AEDs in all places of public assembly, as well 
as for training the public on how to use AEDs to prevent Sudden Cardiac Death. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:08 p.m. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 3, 2015 at 6:00 pm in the CHS Media 
Center. 


