
Minutes of the November 4, 2014 
CHS Athletic Booster Club Meeting 

 
 

Members in Attendance: 

Paul Anello     
Dawn Avallone    
Robert Barnett 
Monica Berger    
Ellen Blazoski 
Cathy Chin 
Rich Connors 
Jennifer Cosgrove 
Joe Diaz-Saavedra 
Jeff Dunne 
Kim Falone 
Christine Gentile 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Copies of the minutes of the October 7, 2014 meeting were provided for review.  Paul Anello 
asked that everyone please sign the attendance sheet. 
  
Secretary’s Report:  Dawn Avallone read three thank you notes:  one from Peter Daquila (for 
ABC donation of $4,000 for videotaping of girls and boys soccer programs; one from Darren 
Groh (for the ABC’s efforts over Cougar Weekend); and one from Mike and Stephanie Colavita 
(for the baby gifts for their newborn twin girls). 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Mark Steward reported that, Mike Blazoski brought in another website 
advertiser, so total website ad collections for this year are at $6,200. The Snack Shack and the 
gate receipts are down by about $500 each as compared to this time last year. The gate sales for 
the soccer games over Cougar Weekend were strong, but were lighter than expected for the 
Cougar Weekend football game against Vernon – very few Vernon fans made the trip out. Even 
though the crowd was lighter, the Shack had better sales for the football game than it did for the 
soccer games over Cougar Weekend. Spirit Wear sales over Cougar Weekend were also down 
slightly from last year (by about $600). The annual appeal has brought in approximately 
$21,300 year to date, which is down from approximately $24,000 for the same time frame last 
year.  (The Treasurer’s  Report reflects annual appeal collections year to date as $18,455 
because contributions made in October through Community Pass will not be deposited to our 
account until early November.) It was suggested that an annual appeal mailing be done again 
this year, as has been done in prior years, in addition to the email solicitations.  

Mark encouraged the liaisons to remind teams to use their stipends. To date, he has only 
received three or four requests for these funds. Whatever portion of the stipend a team does 
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not use during the season can be put toward the team banquet. It was suggested that the ABC 
assume responsibility for collecting parent funds for the team banquets. 

Copies of the Treasurer’s Report were provided for review. 

Head Liaison’s Report:  Celeste Stinson reported that the field hockey and ice hockey teams 
are staffing the Shack for this weekend’s football game. Twenty students tried out for winter 
cheerleading. Shana’s Cup will be held at Cougar Field on Wednesday, November 26th at 1:30, 
shortly after school dismissal for the Thanksgiving weekend. The funds raised at this event will 
benefit Emmanuel Cancer Foundation. The football team will likely have a consolation game on 
November 15th.  A finalized football playoff schedule will be available on November 9th.  
 
The group thanked Celeste for all of her wonderful booster spirit and organizing efforts that 
made Cougar Weekend so special (Cougar signs, balloons, fan poms, balloon arch, etc.). Many 
different teams came together to help put everything into place over the course of the weekend. 
It was very much appreciated.  
 
There was a discussion regarding what might be done to encourage better attendance at the 
girls’ soccer game over Cougar Weekend next year. Unfortunately, many of the fans who 
attended the boys’ soccer game earlier in the evening this year did not stay for the girls’ game 
that followed it. 
 
Concession’s Report:  Lisa Tencic reported that Cheryl Vivona has volunteered to take over as 
concession lead. Cheryl has already begun shadowing Lisa and will continue to do so for the 
rest of this year. Cheryl will take over as the lead next year.  

Preparing for concession sales during the winter season should be a little easier now that we 
have our own refrigerator in the high school. 

Athletic Director:  Bill Librera was not able to attend. Paul Anello reported in his absence that 
there were no new requests for funding to be presented to the group tonight and that the 
request for winter teams coaching stipends, introduced at the October ABC meeting, remains 
unchanged at $7,000.  
 
The fall teams ended their seasons with great performances, including girls tennis - won 
conference and county championships, boys cross country - won conference and county 
championships, girls soccer – won conference championship and boys soccer – won conference 
championship. See the ABC website for more details.  
 
The group was reminded to put the word out that any family who is going through financial 
difficulties should contact Bill Librera to access ABC funded assistance to cover the cost of the 
team banquet. Celeste will ask the liaisons to remind the teams that this assistance is available. 
 



There was a discussion regarding the relatively new policy for earning a varsity letter. If anyone 
would like to raise an objection to the policy, they should attend a BOE meeting and voice their 
concern there. It is a policy that is set by the district, not the ABC. 
 
Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes:  The minutes from the October 7, 2014 meeting were 
approved. 
 
Board Approved Purchases/Funding:  The Board previously approved the following: 
1. Varsity Baseball Mound. The membership previously approved the expenditure of up to 

$5,000 for the building of a new pitcher’s mound on the varsity field. Since the last meeting, 
estimates were obtained. The contractor who has been retained to do the work delivered an 
estimate of $2,285. 

2.  Fan Bus for Boys Soccer Game vs. Delbarton. $400 was approved and used to cover one 
bus to transport fans from CHS to Delbarton for the boys’ soccer game, which Chatham won 
1-0. 

3. Replacement Balloon Arch. The balloon arch that was in place at Cougar Field during 
Cougar Weekend was destroyed after being left out on Saturday night of Cougar Weekend. 
The Board approved the expenditure of $150 for the purchase of a replacement arch, which 
will be dismantled and stored overnight in the future. 

 
Coaches’/AD’s Requests:    
Winter Team Coaching Stipends. At the last meeting, Bill requested $7,000 to cover coaching 
stipends for a total of 6 coaches for the following 3 teams:  indoor boys/girls track, ice hockey 
and girls basketball. A membership vote was taken and the expenditure was approved. 
 
Old Business: 
1. Haas Field Signage. Joe Diaz-Saavedra reported that right now, 3 of the 4 Haas Field signs 

have been installed. The last sign – one of the two that will be posted at the Main Street 
entrance to CMS – should be installed in another 2-3 weeks. 

2. Cougar Weekend Feedback. Paul Anello sent out “thank you” emails to each of the 
following on behalf of the ABC:  John Cataldo and his crew for all of the work that they did in 
addressing various maintenance issues at Cougar Field prior to the weekend, Celeste Stinson 
and the cheerleaders for all of their Cougar Field decorating efforts and Ms. Spadaro and her 
Key Club helpers for creating the wood signs spelling out “Chatham Cougar Pride,” which 
were hung at Cougar Field over the weekend.  

3. Website Ad Lead Status. A volunteer is still needed to take on this job next year. 
 
New Business: 
1. Cougar Classic. Kim Falone will be coordinating fundraising efforts associated with the 

tournament this year. Kim reported that she will be working on getting parent and business 
advertisers for the event programs. Funds raised this year will benefit the Chatham 
Emergency Squad. Any suggestions on how to raise additional funds are welcome. Kim was 
thinking about offering basketball clinics to the younger kids during the Cougar Classic days. 
Last year, admission was charged to the JV games as well as to the Varsity games. It was 
suggested that a collection jar with the Emergency Squad name on it be placed at the 



entrance to the gym so that fans can drop additional donations in if they so choose. The 
Cougar Classic will take place from December 26th through December 30th this year. 

2. New Items. Rob Barnett asked the group to consider whether the spring fundraiser should 
continue to take the form of a golf outing at Fairmount. Some people had suggested prior to 
the meeting that it might be time to change the event to something that is more inclusive. 
Please bring your ideas and suggestions to the next meeting. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:56 p.m. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 2, 2014 at 7:00 pm in the CHS Media 
Center. 


