
Minutes of the October 6, 2015 
CHS Athletic Booster Club Meeting 

Members in Attendance: 

 
  

 
 

  

Meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. 

Copies of the minutes of the September 8, 2015 meeting were provided for review. Rob Barnett asked 
that everyone please sign the attendance sheet. 

Secretary’s Report:  Dawn Avallone had nothing to report. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Mark Steward reviewed the Treasurer’s Report and noted that annual appeal 
donations continue to roll in. To date, we have received $1,250 in matching gifts, which will be 
reflected on next month’s Treasurer’s Report, as they were received after September 30th.  The year-
to-date annual appeal donations total $7,179, which is about $3,000 ahead of where we were last year. 
Concessions sales at the Shack and Spirit Wear sales have been great so far. On Back-to-School 
Night, merchandise sales totaled $5,655, which is about $1,300 more than last year. Website ad sales 
are completed. We received approximately $7,000 in website ad sales this year, which is slightly 
ahead of last year’s total sales. 

Copies of the Treasurer’s Report were provided for review. 

Concessions’ Report:  Cheryl Vivona reported that the Shack volunteers have been phenomenal. The 
burgers have been a big hit, so the new grill is already paying off. The limited amount of freezer 
space available in the Shack will be an issue for Cougar Weekend, since we need to have a large 
supply of frozen foods (burgers, pretzels, churros, etc.) available to cover all of the weekend games. 
Unfortunately, there is no extra freezer space available at CHS. We will need additional volunteers for 
Friday and Saturday of Cougar Weekend. Liaisons were asked to remind the teams assigned to help 
out that weekend to sign up. 

Head Liaison’s Report:  Celeste Stinson noted that decorating for the Thursday night Cougar 
Weekend field hockey game will be begin at 3 pm, and decorating for the Friday night Cougar 
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Athletic Director’s Report:  Bill Librera reported that some of the fall sports are already heading 
into post-season play. The tennis team advanced to the MCT. There has been great student body 
attendance at the sporting events this year. Bill thanked the ABC in advance for all of the support his 
office is receiving over Cougar Weekend.  

Tracy Ness also thanked Bill (and the SDOC maintenance crew) for the Cougar Field cleanup that 
took place over the past few weeks. The navy blue paint Bill chose for the buildings at the field looks 
great. The tree trimming work that was done also looks terrific. A big “thank you” also to the 
maintenance crew for their installation of the new water line at the Shack, which makes it possible for 
us to use the new hot chocolate machine. 

Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes:  The minutes from the September 8, 2015 meeting were 
approved. 

Board Approved Purchases/Funding:  Since the September meeting, the board reviewed and 
approved the expenditure of up to $150 for the tennis team’s use of indoor court time in advance of 
the MCT. The team ended up using only $60 of this approved amount. 

Coaches’/AD’s Requests:  The following new funding requests were presented for the group’s 
consideration and will be voted upon at the next meeting: 
1. Winter Sports Videotaping.  $2,000 for ice hockey. 
2. Winter Coaching Stipends.  Up to $7,000 in total. 

Old Business: 
1. Additional Volunteers Needed for Cougar Weekend.  Already addressed by Celeste Stinson. 
2. Update on Annual Appeal and Website Advertising.  Already addressed Mark Steward. 
3. Concession Leads. We are still in need of winter and spring concession leads for 2015-2016. 
4. By Laws Rewrite Update. Paul Anello is trying to find an attorney who is willing to donate time 

to get this project wrapped up.  
5. Holdover – Proactive Plan for 2016 Spring Snow Management.  Bill Librera will present the 

group with pricing for space at various indoor facilities at the November meeting. It was noted that 
Mendham has already finalized its contract for spring indoor practice space at ISP in Randolph. 

New Business: 
1. Fall Sports Videotaping Requests.  Funds were requested for videotaping services for boys’ 

soccer ($2,000), girls’ soccer ($2,000) and field hockey ($2,000), totaling $6,000. Voted on and 
approved. 

2. ABC Storage Shed Purchase.  Up to $2,500 was requested for the purchase/delivery/installation 
of a 10x12 storage shed to be located at Cougar Field for use by the ABC to store Spirit Wear, 
decorations, documents, etc. Voted on and approved. 

3. Fall Coaching Stipends.  (Carried over from June 2015 and September 2015 meetings.) Up to 
$15,000 is needed for fall coaching stipends. These funds would cover the stipends for up to nine 



coaches for six sports (girls and boys soccer, boys and girls cross-country, tennis and football). 
Voted on and approved. 

4. Constant Contact Project Update.  Dawn Avallone advised that, although the SDOC will permit 
us to use the email addresses listed on the school directory to communicate directly with the CHS 
parent population, it will not provide us with an excel spreadsheet, or any other electronic version 
of the directory or parent email listing. It is very time intensive to build our own database of email 
addresses by cutting and pasting from the school directory. This is a process that would need to be 
repeated each year, since a whole new class would need to be added every school year. It was 
suggested that we inquire into how the PTO manages its contacts with the CHS parent population. 
Perhaps they have access to a list that they can share with us. Dawn will follow up with the PTO 
on this. 

5. 2015 Cougar Classic Benefactor.  Rob Barnett will write a letter to the John Taylor Babbitt 
Foundation to formally advise them that they have been chosen as the benefactor of this 
fundraising event. We should have good attendance at the event this year, since Summit will be 
participating. The JTB Club at CHS should also be advised of the foundation’s selection so that 
they can plan to be involved. 

6. Chatham Jaycees.  Bill Heap, a longtime member of the Chatham Jaycees, was in attendance at 
the meeting to solicit anyone interested in helping out with the annual Christmas tree sale held on 
the corner of Brooklake Road and Main Street each year. The Jaycees are responsible for 
organizing and staffing the sale with volunteers from a few days after Thanksgiving through a few 
days before Christmas. They are desperately in need of adult volunteers, as the organizers of this 
event have been involved for more than 20 years and are slowly dwindling in number. Volunteers 
have historically worked in four-hour shifts and have been asked to work one weekend shift and 
one weekday shift each year. The Jaycees use the funds raised at this event, as well as the funds 
raised at the annual Fishawack Race, to support local organizations, such as the Chatham Girl 
Scouts and Boy Scouts, the Chatham Emergency Squad, the Chatham Senior Center and the ECLC 
School, to name a few. Tracy Ness asked Bill to provide us with a short write-up of the 
responsibilities of the volunteers, the dates and hours on which they would be needed, etc., so that 
we can advertise his request to our volunteer base. 

  
The meeting was adjourned at 7:51 p.m. 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2015 at 7:00 pm in the CHS Media 
Center.


