
Minutes of the December 1, 2015 
CHS Athletic Booster Club Meeting 

Members in Attendance:  

  
 
 

  

Meeting was called to order at 7:01 
p.m. 

Copies of the minutes of the November 3, 2015 meeting were provided for review. Rob Barnett asked 
that everyone please sign the attendance sheet. 

Secretary’s Report:  Dawn Avallone read “thank you” notes received from Peter Daquila in 
connection with the ABC’s recent donations totaling $8,000 for use in videotaping boys’ and girls’ 
soccer, field hockey and ice hockey. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Mark Steward reviewed the Treasurer’s Report and noted that another $3,000 
(approximately) in annual appeal donations were received over the past month, which puts us about 
$9,600 ahead of where we were in annual appeal receipts this time last year. We received another 
website ad since the last meeting and are approximately $1,000 ahead of last year’s website ad sales. 
The football playoff game that CHS hosted last month generated $4,490 in Snack Shack sales. On the 
expense side, we paid $2,000 to the school district for use in ice hockey videotaping, as previously 
approved by a membership vote. Fall team stipend requests have all been paid out, except for boys’ 
soccer, which has not yet requested its stipend. The $40 “other donations” noted on the Treasurer’s 
Report represents a payment made for a student’s attendance at an end-of-season banquet. Mark 
renewed our gaming license through 2017, which allows us to conduct 50/50’s, raffles, etc., for 
fundraising purposes. We are still waiting to receive the bill for the Cougar Weekend lighting. 

Copies of the Treasurer’s Report were provided for everyone’s review. 

Head Liaison’s Report:  Celeste Stinson was not in attendance. In her absence, Rob Barnett 
mentioned that there will be a tailgate party held in the Kean University parking lot prior to the 
championship football game. Everyone is welcome and no alcohol is permitted. Thank you to 
everyone for all of the volunteer hours put in over this past football season—it is very much 
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appreciated! If anyone has any questions about liaisons’ duties, how to access team stipends, 
coordinating team activities, etc., please reach out to Celeste.  

Concessions’ Report:  Cheryl Vivona thanked everyone for their help over the fall concession 
season. Mary Mauer and Pam Sacco have volunteered to organize concession sales for the Cougar 
Classic. We still need concession leads for the winter and spring sports seasons. Now that the ABC’s 
storage shed is in place at Cougar Field, we can move spirit wear, snack shack supplies and other 
ABC items from the shack (or board members’ basements) to the shed. 

Athletic Director’s Report:  Bill Librera reported that we have already transitioned from fall to 
winter sports (except for football, which is moving on to the state championship!) and thanked 
everyone for helping out at the football playoff game held at Cougar Field. Bill’s office is now 
gearing up for the Cougar Classic.  

Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes:  The minutes from the November 3rd meeting were approved. 

Board Approved Purchases/Funding:  Since the November meeting, the board reviewed and 
approved the following expenditure: (i) $800 for two fan buses ($400/bus) for the football team’s 
game against Barringer High School on November 14th, and (ii) $1,279 to move the portable field 
lights from Lum Field to Cougar Field to allow the football team to practice on weeknights in 
advance of their championship game.  

Coaches’/AD’s Requests:  The new baseball coach has requested between $4,000 and $4,500 for the 
purchase of a turtle shell style portable batting cage (“Big Bubba Pro Batting Cage”). The cage would 
be set up behind home plate and used for drills during team practices. The shell folds down and can 
be stored when not in use. All levels of the baseball program would use this cage during their 
practices. The smaller version of the cage costs closer to $4,000, while the larger version is closer to 
$4,500. 

Old Business: 
1. Concession Leads for Winter/Spring 2015-2016 Sports. We still need volunteers to fill these 

roles. Students can volunteer to assist with sales and will receive NHS or Key Club hours credit. 
We will ask Celeste to send out another email soliciting help. 

2. By Laws Rewrite Update. We have secured a lawyer, John Buckman, to assist us on a pro bono 
basis with updating the ABC by laws. Further updates will be forthcoming as work proceeds. Paul 
Anello is hopeful that we will have something to present to the group for consideration at a 
meeting later this winter or early this coming spring. We may want to explore amending the by 
laws to allow for two parents, instead of just one, to attend a end-of-season banquet with any 
student who is attending on an ABC scholarship. 

3. 2016 Spring Sports Snow Management Plan. Bill Librera has contacted FDU regarding their 
turf field and learned that they may be able to make their field, which has lights and is cleared of 
snow (as necessary) during the early spring, available to us. The fee for use of FDU’s fields would 
be between $125 and $150 per hour and FDU has indicated that we would not be required to pay 



in advance to reserve the field. Although there is no track around FDU’s turf field, the spring track 
teams could also use the turf field for some of their workouts. Bill said he would try to work with 
Drew on securing some indoor track time for the spring track teams. Buses would still be needed 
to transport the athletes, since both FDU and Drew are outside Chatham. Perhaps parents could 
drive students to the facilities. Bill hopes to have a definite answer on whether FDU is a solid 
option by February 1st, and he will follow up with Drew.  

4. Board Positions for 2016-2017. If you are interested in serving on the ABC board next year, 
please contact Tracy Ness or Rob Barnett. We will need to fill the Vice President, Treasurer, 
Secretary and Head Liaison positions for 2016-2017. All positions require a two-year commitment. 
So far, we have had volunteers express an interest in the Treasurer and Vice President positions. 

New Business: 
1. Paddle Tennis Club. Paul Ivans presented a proposal to the membership seeking funding to start a 

CHS paddle tennis club, which would hopefully grow into a CHS team down the road. He 
requested $750 per year for the next two years to get the club up and running and will also be 
seeking funding from the Chatham Athletic Foundation. Paul would serve as the club’s initial 
president, along with two co-vice presidents. The club would practice and play its matches on 
donated courts at Minisink. Paul handed out materials that detailed the club’s activities and 
proposed start-up membership. 

2. 2015 Cougar Classic. Program ad sales are underway. The program cover has already been sold. 
Kim Falone and Cathy McAuliffe will forward some sample ads from prior programs to Tracy 
Ness so that an email to all team liaisons can be created soliciting ads from the parent population. 
This is Coach Ervin’s twenty-fifth year coaching at CHS, so past players and their families should 
also be contacted, as they may be interested in purchasing ads to congratulate Coach Ervin on this 
milestone. Phil Perone may be able to help connect us with past players’ families. All ads must be 
ordered by 12/11 in order to make it into the program. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:16 p.m. 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 5, 2015 at 7:00 pm in the CHS Media 
Center.


