
Minutes of the December 2, 2014 
CHS Athletic Booster Club Meeting 

 
Members in Attendance: 

Paul Anello     
Dawn Avallone    
Robert Barnett 
Sue Barry    
Cathy Chin 
Rich Connors 
Joe Diaz-Saavedra 
Kim Falone 
Christine Gentile 
Jeff Hale 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Copies of the minutes of the November 4, 2014 meeting were provided for review.  Paul Anello 
asked that everyone please sign the attendance sheet. 
  
Secretary’s Report:  Dawn Avallone had nothing to report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Mark Steward reported that more annual appeal donations have been 
collected and are reflected on the report. There seems to have been an uptick in donations 
following the winter coaches meeting. Some final expenses for the Snack Shack are still coming 
in. A total of $2,285 was paid out in November for the new varsity baseball mound. Although 
the ABC previously approved the expenditure of up to $14,000 in fall coaches’ stipends, only 
$13,000 was actually used. Field hockey did not use $200 of its team stipend, nor did it request 
that these funds be used toward the cost of its banquet. The winter coaches’ stipends should 
come in under the $7,000 that was previously approved. 

Copies of the Treasurer’s Report were provided for review. 

Head Liaison’s Report:  Celeste Stinson requested more volunteers for the snack tables that 
will be set up for the winter sports. So far, wresting, women’s golf and men’s golf have 
volunteers signed up. We need a liaison for men’s tennis. If you know anyone who might be 
interested, please put him/her in touch with Celeste. Denise Mortenson has volunteered to 
serve as liaison for cross-country next year. A request was made for snack tables to be set up 
during the wrestling matches scheduled to be held at CHS on January 3rd, 17th and 24th from 9 
am to 12 pm. The snack tables will be arranged. 
 
A question was raised about the status of the search for a new women’s golf coach. The search 
is still underway. Candidates will be interviewed in the next couple of weeks and Bill hopes to 
have the position filled before the winter break. 

Christy Hartigan 
Tracy Hickey 
Todd Huffman 
Bill Karpowic 
Dawnel Kraus 
Mark Kellstrom 
Jane Maltby 
Amy Mason 
Jennifer Mullen 
Tracy Ness 
 

Alan Routh 
Mark Steward 
Celeste Stinson 
Lisa Tencic 
Jennifer Terry 
April Wingate 
 



 
Concession’s Report:  Lisa Tencic reported that, because Shana’s Cup was postponed as a 
result of the snow, there are no concessions to report for that event. She is preparing for the 
start of basketball season now. 

Athletic Director’s Report:  Bill Librera reported that the winter sports season is now 
underway. Varsity bowling defeated Butler today at Rockaway Lanes. There is an ice hockey 
game tonight at Mennen Arena. Cougar Classic planning is underway. 

Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes:  The minutes from the November 4, 2014 meeting were 
approved. 
 
Board Approved Purchases/Funding:  At the June 2014 ABC meeting, up to $1,074 was 
approved for use by the softball team in the purchase of base/full field tarps, a sliding mat and a 
bownet. These purchases came in under budget, at $935. 
 
Coaches’/AD’s Requests:    
Softball Funding Request.  Bill Librera presented a request from the softball coach for two 
backstop banners (one for JV field and one for varsity field), first and third base dugout 
banners, banners along the fences that extend from the dugout to first base and from the 
dugout to third base, and a new pitching machine. The total cost for all of these items, plus set 
up and handling, is $10,546.26. (See Agenda for detailed breakdown.)  The team needs a new 
pitching machine for safety reasons, as the one they are using now needs frequent adjustments 
to operate properly and is reaching the end of its useful life. The banners being requested come 
with a three-year warranty and could be stored in the off-season either at CMS or CHS. The 
backstop banners that are being requested would help reduce wind around home plate and 
minimize distractions to the players, as the field backs up to private residences. The banners 
along the fence would make the relief pitchers’ warm-up area safer. Bill estimates that there are 
a total of 25 students who currently participate in the softball program. 
 
Old Business: 
1. Cougar Classic Update.  Kim Falone advised that Chatham EMS will have representatives at 

the boys and girls varsity basketball games during this year’s Cougar Classic. Bill was able to 
arrange for some gym time to allow the CHS basketball players to hold clinics for some of the 
younger basketball players in town during the week of the Cougar Classic. Fees charged for 
participating in the clinics would be donated to the Chatham EMS. Concession tables will be 
open throughout the Cougar Classic and Bernadette Mitchell will be arranging for the 
donation of baked goods that can be sold during the tournament to raise additional funds. 
Kim already has commitments for major parts of the program and will be reaching out to 
parents of the players for additional advertising placements now that the teams have been 
set. Paul will remind the Basketball Club of Chatham about program advertising 
opportunities in case some of those families would also like to participate. 

2. Banquet Payment Procedure.  The board considered the suggestion made at the November 
4th meeting that the ABC take over responsibility for collecting end-of-season banquet 



contributions and begin making payments directly to the banquet facilities as a matter of 
course. The board declined to take on this responsibility. 

3. Annual Appeal Solicitation.  The annual appeal letters are being folded and stuffed as we 
speak and will be mailed out within the next two weeks. 

4. Varsity Letter Policy.  Rich Connors clarified the district’s current policy regarding when a 
varsity letter will be awarded. The changes that went into effect last year were made with the 
intent of bringing consistency across all sports and from year to year. The policy, as it stands 
now, is that any player who dresses for a varsity game is awarded a varsity letter for that 
sport for that season, whether or not he or she actually plays. It was requested that this 
policy be communicated more clearly to the parent population and suggested that perhaps 
Bill could include a mention of this in his “Meet the Coaches” power point presentations at 
the start of the fall, winter and spring seasons. 

5. Web Ad Lead Status. We are still in search of a new website ad lead to take over for Mike 
Blazoski. 

 
New Business: 
1. Winter Cheerleading Funding Request.  Since winter cheerleading will not be funded by 

the SDOC, Celeste Stinson presented a request that the ABC again fund the winter season for 
the cheerleading program. Last winter, 12 students participated and cheered at the boy’s and 
girl’s basketball games. This year, 18 students have signed up to participate. The team will be 
cheering at boy’s and girl’s basketball games again this year, as well as at wrestling matches. 
They will have a total of 19 games/matches at which they will be cheering. The only funding 
they are seeking is to cover the coach’s stipend of $4,000. The coach has agreed to knock off 
$300 from her stipend and the parents will be covering all of the other team-related 
expenses. The team will not participate in any competitions this year and there is no expense 
for busing, as they will cheer only at home games/matches. After discussion, a vote was 
taken and the membership approved up to $4,300 to fund winter cheerleading. Rich Connors 
suggested that the cheerleaders come to a BOE meeting as soon as possible to request 
funding for their program for next year, before the budget is finalized. 

2. Bylaws Rewrite Update.  Joe Diaz-Saavedra reported that the Executive Board is 90% 
through its review of the current ABC bylaws. The Board and Executive Board members will 
meet in the next few weeks to review their findings and recommendations. 

3. Spring Fundraiser.  Rob Barnett could not stay to the end of the meeting, but wanted to 
solicit any suggestions regarding alternative formats for the spring fundraiser. 

4. Open Discussion.  Alan Routh advised that it is critical to raise the parent population’s 
awareness about the upcoming referendum, which will include a vote on funding for 
significant field improvement projects. Visit the Education Counts website for all of the 
details regarding the funding requests and get the word out about the importance of voting.  



It was suggested that a highlight be included about the referendum on the ABC website.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 6, 2015 at 7:00 pm in the CHS Media 
Center. 


