
Minutes of the April 7, 2015 
CHS Athletic Booster Club Meeting 

 
Members in Attendance: 

Paul Anello     
Dawn Avallone    
Robert Barnett 
Sue Barry    
Cathy Chin 
Jennifer Cosgrove 
Joe Diaz-Saavedra 
Kim Falone 
Christine Gentile 
Nora Graham 
Jeff Hale 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
Copies of the minutes of the March 10, 2015 meeting were provided for review.  Paul Anello asked 
that everyone please sign the attendance sheet. 
  
Secretary’s Report:  Dawn Avallone reported that “thank you” notes were received from the 
following: (i) winter girls and boys track teams for funding the purchase of hurdle carriers, as well 
as for the team stipends that were used for the combined end-of-season banquet, (ii) Peter Daquila 
for the donations totaling $7,246 for the softball pitching machine, track hurdle carts, tennis, 
softball, baseball and football coaching clinics and the sailing club, and (iii) the Chatham Emergency 
Squad for our donation of $6,200 following the 2015 Cougar Classic. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Mark Steward reported that last month’s annual appeal donation receipts 
were relatively light. Over the past month,  Concessions stocked up sufficiently on supplies for 
track and lacrosse, so there will probably be little further expenditure required over the remainder 
of this school year. Over the course of March, $2,946 was paid on behalf of the Sailing Club, as 
approved at the March meeting, $5,748 was paid out to cover the cost of previously approved 
coaching clinics and stipends, and $1,150 was paid to our accountants for the preparation of our 
tax returns. 

Copies of the Treasurer’s Report were provided for review. 

Head Liaison’s Report:  Celeste Stinson was unable to attend the meeting. There was nothing to 
report in her absence. 
 
Concession’s Report:  Lisa Tencic did not have anything to report. 

Athletic Director’s Report:  Bill Librera noted that today is opening day for the spring athletic 
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season. 

Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes:  The minutes from the March 10, 2015 meeting were 
approved. 
 
Board Approved Purchases/Funding:  No purchases or funding requests were approved by the 
Board since the last meeting. 
 
Coaches’/AD’s Requests:  The following new funding requests were presented for the group’s 
consideration, voted upon and all were approved: 
1. Boys Soccer Clinic Registration. $796 to cover the registration costs for 4 coaches at 

$199/person. 
2. Boys and Girls Lacrosse Video Taping. $4,000 to cover the cost of video taping services - 

$2,000 for each team.  
3. Softball Tournament Weekend. $400 to cover the cost of lunches for the softball teams 

participating in the upcoming weekend tournament. 
4. Baseball Backstop Screen. Up to $1,500 for a backstop screen to be placed on the fencing 

behind home plate at the varsity baseball field. The coach will look into pricing out a screen and 
would like to order it as soon as possible so that it can be put in place for current season. The old 
screen is in very poor condition and can no longer be used. 

 
Old Business: 
1. Web Ad Lead Status. We are still in search of a new website ad lead to take over for Mike 

Blazoski. 
2. Concession Leads. We are still in need of a spring concessions lead for 2015. Thanks to Lisa 

Tencic for staying on to finish out this season. We are also still in need of fall, winter and spring 
concession leads for 2015-2016. 

3. By Laws Rewrite Update. Paul Anello reported that he is making some minor revisions to the 
by laws and will present the proposed new by laws at the May meeting.  

 
New Business: 
1. Team Stipends for the Spring. Please refer to the second page of the meeting agenda for a list 

of all of the spring team stipend calculations. 
2. ABC Vice President Candidates for 2015-2016.  Tracey Ness has generously volunteered to 

serve as ABC Vice President for 2015-2016. 
3. CHS ABC Annual Scholarships. Sue Barry will be putting together a group of parent volunteers 

to help her review the applications for the three $2,500 scholarships that are awarded annually 
by the ABC each June. We have been receiving applications. 

4. Spring Fundraiser.  Rob Barnett provided flyers advertising the Boosters Beach Bash 
fundraiser that will be held from 7-11 p.m. on Friday, May 22nd (the Friday before Memorial Day 
weekend) at Noe Pond. The cost for attendance is $125/person. There will be an open bar, 
hearty hors d’oeuvres, dancing and other fun and games. There are also various sponsorship 
opportunities, ranging in cost from $500 to $2,500. The organizing committee is now securing 
sponsorships and silent auction items. We can host up to 300 people. Please get the word out. 
Paul is working on putting together a Constant Contact ABC email communication list that can be 



used to advertise this event, as well as future ABC events. Past years’ event sponsors are being 
contacted and liaisons have been putting out the word to their teams. Lori Gironda will also send 
an email blast to the CHS community as we get closer. We would like to have at least two student 
speakers at the event; perhaps one from the softball team and one from the sailing club. 

5. Status of Varsity/JV Baseball Field Repairs. John Cataldo and his team have been working as 
best they can to get the fields in shape for this season. Bill Librera advised that a purchase order 
was written in the fall for the repairs to the varsity pitcher’s mound, which the ABC previously 
agreed to fund. Tristate, the company that was chosen to do the work, believed that it was best 
to wait until after the winter months to make the requested repairs. Unfortunately, the District  
has only been able to make cosmetic improvements to the varsity field while it awaits Tristate’s 
installation of the new mound and official opening of the field. Tristate has said that the work 
can be done in one day, but so far they have not provided a date. They have indicated that they 
need the weather to cooperate in order to complete this job and other jobs that they have on 
their spring schedule. For now, varsity will be playing their home games at Shunpike. It was 
suggested that if Tristate cannot complete the work by this weekend, the District seek to hire 
another contractor who can. The baseball season will be over in mid-May. 

6. 2016 Spring Sports Practice Space Planning. There was a discussion regarding CHS’s need to 
explore the cost of renting indoor practice space for use by the spring teams. Other towns 
(Mendham, Mountain Lakes, Summit, etc.) have been doing this. Indoor practice spaces (i.e., ISP 
in Randolph) allow for spring teams to spend the weeks leading up to their opening days 
preparing the players regardless of the condition of the fields. This year was the third year in a 
row that we have had snow on the ground leading up to the spring season. Bill will talk to the 
spring sports coaches to find out what arrangements they would like to have made for their 
teams going into next season. After receiving their feedback, he can further investigate available 
options. 

7. Cougar Classic 2015-2015 Beneficiary. It was previously suggested that the John Taylor 
Babbitt Foundation be the beneficiary of the next Cougar Classic Winter Basketball Tournament. 
We will put this to a vote at the May meeting. This organization was founded by a Chatham 
family who lost their son to Sudden Cardiac Death. The foundation raises funds for the purchase 
and placement of AEDs in all places of public assembly, as well as for training the public on how 
to use AEDs to prevent Sudden Cardiac Death.  

8. April 21st Referendum. The referendum being included with the April 21st school budget vote 
this year requests approval of funding for significant capital improvement projects in the SDOC, 
including many field improvement projects. The referendum proposes several improvements to 
Cougar Field that we have been advocating for, as well as improvements to the fields behind 
CHS. Please see the meeting agenda for a brief summary of the various improvements being 
proposed throughout the District and visit these websites for more information:  www.chatham-
nj.org/domain/1086 (SDOC website) and www.chathamnjschools.org (Education Counts 
website). The polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Tuesday, April 21st, which is the week 
after spring break. Please vote. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 5, 2015 at 7:00 pm in the CHS Media Center. 
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